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Press Statement

February 8" 2005

Lawyer Nassir Amin, Director of the Arab Center for the Independence of Judiciary
and Legal Profession (ACIJLP), the spokesperson of Alliance for Democracy and
Reform (ADR)expressed the concern of the alliance regarding the decision of the
High Council of Press in February 81" 2005, Tuesday on not allowing the issuance and
printing of Al-Ghad newspaper.

The Alliance’s spokesperson said that the concern of the Alliance is increasing as the
decision comes at the same time of the investigations with the chairmen of Al-Ghad
party and parliament member Dr. Aymn Nour . He afraid that this decision may show
the real dimensions of the accusations against Dr. Nour. The Alliance’s spokesperson
said that the allied institutions consider this decision contradicts with the statements of
Mr. Safwat El Sherif, General Secretary of National Democratic Party and president
of the Shoura Council, who assured that the investigations with Dr. Nour have no
relation with Al-Ghad party and will not affect the existence of the party in the
Egyptian political life.

The Alliance’s spokesperson said that this decision may lead the party and its
newspaper to a series of judicial appeals and then to not implementing the sentence of
the judiciary as happened with ElI Shab newspaper that issued by Al-Amal party and
El-Dastour newspaper. He added that the two newspapers are not allowed to work
although the judiciary issued many sentences allowing the issuance of the
newspapers.

The Alliance’s spokesperson appeals to the President of the Republic to intervene to
protect Al-Ghad party and to allow issuing the party’s newspaper. The Alliance’s
spokesperson indicated the danger of the decision on the on-going dialogue between
the National Democratic Party and opposition parties, and he explained the negative
consequences of the decision on the endeavors to create openness in the political
atmosphere in Egypt.



